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doubtless, the steward would have an instalment of
his allowance to hand him, or might be collecting
the tithes of his Flintshire living.

Among the courtly friends with whom he must
have been especially intimate at this time, as well as
afterwards, were his kinsman and schoolfellow Fulke
Greville, of his own age, and Edward Dyer, his
senior by a few years ; but concerning their relations
in 1575 and 1576 there is no record, and of Greville
he cannot have seen much, as the latter then held
some office in Wales. The only friend, indeed, with
whom we know that Sidney was in frequent inter-
course, was the Earl of Essex. Their acquaintance
began in the autumn, when Essex, after nearly two
years' absence in Ireland, came to pass a few months
at Durham House, his residence by the Thames
side, just below Charing Cross, and it was destined
to be short-lived; but it was close while it lasted.

Essex, thirteen or fourteen years older than Sid-
ney, stands out as the most conspicuous and attrac-
tive type of chivalry, with all its ambitions and all its
infirmities, in the earlier stage of Elizabeth's reign
during which Sidney was growing up to follow and
surpass him. Too honest to succeed as a courtier, he
was of too restless and reckless a disposition for suc-
cess to come to him in any other line of life. Hav-
ing inherited from his grandfather the title of Lord
Hereford in the year of Queen Elizabeth's acces-
sion, and having given some offence three or four
years later by marrying the Queen's cousin, he had
in 1572 been made an earl for his services as a sol-
dier, and soon after that he had sought and obtained